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argued that youth did no more than insist upon its birth-
right: free education and a job. "Today's young people want
to live—not simply to accumulate/' wrote a university ob-
server in the mid-thirties.
Decent food, clothing and shelter and, still less, the chance
to begin a career and marry—such things had ceased to be
automatic guarantees of American youth. A system promis-
ing their return through social planning was bound to ap-
peal. "If someone came along with a line of stuff in which I
could really believe/' said a lad in the depths of 1932, 'Td
follow him pretty nearly anywhere." Even Republicans
might rejoice that the man who came along was not a home-
spun version of Hitler or Stalin but Franklin Roosevelt,
whom polls repeatedly showed standing higher in favor with
youth than with their elders. As for the alleged dependence
and physical softness of this generation, obviously its true
potentialities could only be plumbed by a global crisis such as
still lay over the rirn of the world.
New to American life were the nation-wide gatherings and
student unions which tended to rally opinion slightly or far
to the left of center. An amalgamation of over a thousand
local and national organizations in 1934 comprised the
American Youth Congress. Its second Congress, in 1935,
drafted an "American Youth Act," espousing public-works
jobs for youth at trade-union or prevailing wages, a federal
apprenticeship program at guaranteed pay and hours, federal
scholarships in high school and college free from barriers of
sex, race, creed or politics. By 1937 Youth Congress objec-
tives shifted heavily to the international scene, with resolu-
tions demanding economic sanctions against treaty breakers,
abolition of trade barriers and federal ownership of the mu-
nitions industry. For mutual support it joined hands with
the World Youth Congress.
Beyond doubt, a variety of self-styled youth organizations
lent themselves to manipulation by pressure groups and adult
agitators with axes to grind. In this company were the Stu-

